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CHAPTER STAFF CHANGES 


The Connecticut Chapter has lost two staff members 
this summer with the resignation of Administrative Assistant 
Lindy Barnett and part-time secretary Anna Barron. Lindy 
and Anna have been with the office two and a half and 
three years respectively. 

Anna came to the Chapter to assist in the typing and 
collating of the Student Internship Program reports and 
broadened her responsibilities to include Organizing the 
multitude of Chapter files and correspondence with vol- 
unteer stewardship committees. We will miss Anna's cherry 
nature on a daily basis but hope she will visit often. 

Janet Graves, as clerk/typist, has assumed the past 
responsibilities of Anna. She recently left a job with a 
printing agency where she has worked for seven years. 
We welcome her and hope she enjoys her new work. 

Lindy came to the Connecticut Chapter as secretary 
and worked herself into the position of Administrative 
Assistant. Over the past two years, Lindy reorganized the 
bookkeeping procedures and helped institute a financial 
reporting system which has greatly improved the Chapter’s 
ability to project receipts and disbursements. She was also 
instrumental in organizing and orchestrating the Chapter’s 
membership efforts (see Spring Membership article) as 
well as keeping up with all her regular office duties. All 
of this with a warm smile and acool head. Lindy has moved 
back to her home state of California and may work for the 
Conservancy out there. She will be sorely missed by staff 
and Board members alike. Janet Bechtel has taken over 
Lindy’s duties as Office Manager. 


1979 ACQUISITIONS 


Significant strides have been taken in the first half of 
1979 in protecting more of Connecticut's prime Natural 
areas. Three Conservancy preserves have increased in 
size through additional acquisitions of land and a new 
preserve has been established. 

The Fossil Fish Preserve—75 acres. This area includes 
the site of an ancient lake bed containing fossil fish, pollen 
grains and spores from the late Triassic-early Jurassic 
period of 180 million years ago. The Conservancy pur- 
chased the property to protect the site from a development 
Subdivision. The area has been the focus of on-going 
paleontological research which has revealed some of the 
characteristics of ancient ecosystems. The preserve will 
be restricted to scientific research. 

Burnham Brook Preserve—East Haddam—150 acres, 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Goodwin have leased additional land 
adjacent to the Burnham Brook Preserve to the Connecticut 
Chapter for management purposes. The area contains 
steep slopes, a small swamp and a stretch of Strong’s 
Brook which flows through a natural rock flume for about 
90 feet. Another distinctive feature of this land is a small 
pond with no apparent inflow or outflow. The land will 
eventually become part of the Burnham Brook Preserve. 

Juniper Hill Natural Area—Middlebury—14 acres. An 
addition to this preserve increases the total size to 147 
acres. The addition contains a small vernal pool. Juniper 
Hill has been transferred to the Middlebury Land Trust for 
management. The 14-acre parcel was a gift from Richard 
Possemato. 

Weir-Leary-Anna White Preserve—Wilton—7.3 acres. 
This gift from Helen Littauer further protects the watershed 
of Comstock Brook and consists of rocky outcrops, woods 
and red-maple swamp. This addition brings the Weir Pre- 
serve to more than 86 acres. 
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California-bound Administrative Assistant Lindy Barnett poses for 


her farewell picture. 
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SPRING MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 


The Chapter undertook a membership drive this spring 
in an effort to broaden the support for preserving natural 
diversity in Connecticut. Names were garnered from var- 
ious sources including those suggested by volunteer pre- 
serve stewardship committees. Under a new national 
Board of Governor's policy, local Chapters will retain 100 
percent of all new membership dues the first year, to 
encourage Chapters to find new members and spread the 
word about the Conservancy's land protection program. 

Almost 5,000 pieces of mail were sent out during May, 
each one checked against our own membership list and 
coded for source. Lindy Barnett, our irreplaceable Ad- 
ministrative Assistant, organized a hard working group of 
volunteers to carry out the tedious but necessary task of 
checking names against our present membership list to 
avoid duplication. We hope that none of our members were 
invited to join, but mistakes can happen. If you did receive 
an invitation to join, we hope you have passed it along 
to a friend. 

The business of saving what remains of our precious 
natural heritage is crucial to our own long-term survival. 
The Nature Conservancy is building a modern ark con- 
structed of natural areas which support a vast array of 
natural systems and communities. Our members are a 
vital part of our ability to put this ark together and keep 
it afloat. The Chapter welcomes its 152 new members and 
would also like to thank and extend our praises to the 
following volunteers whose help was crucial to the success 
of the campaign: 

Lynne Adams 

Margaret Dunn 

Pat Dunnigan 

Marcy Klattenberg 

Evelyn Cipriani 

Peggy Gutmann 

John Maynard 

Louise Rosenbaum 

John Rosenberg 

Joy Sweet 


Thanks also to Emma Angier and Prudence Cutler, the 


Membership Subcommittee of the Chapter Board of Trust- 
ees, for their valuable guidance and advice. 


CORPORATE SPONSORS 


Colonial Bancorp Inc. 
Southern New England Telephone 
We would like to welcome Colonial Bancorp Inc. and 


Southern New England Telephone as Corporate Sponsors 
of the Connecticut Chapter. 
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CONNECTICUT CHAPTER 
CORPORATE ASSOCIATES 


The Stanley Works of New Britain, General Telephone 
and Electronics of Stamford and Perkin-Elmer are the latest 
Connecticut based corporations to support The Nature 
Conservancy as Corporate Associates. They join a distin- 
guished roster of over 225 corporations nationwide that 
have recognized the Conservancy's businesslike ap- 
proach to saving America’s threatened natural areas. The 
list includes: 


Aetna Life and Casualty Company 

AMAX Foundation, Inc., NY 

Barnes Group Foundation, Inc. 

Champion International Corporation 
Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company 
Continental Oil Company 

General Electric Company 

General Telephone and Electronics Corporation 
Olin Corporation Charitable Trust 
Perkin-Elmer 

Ralston Purina Company, MO 

Remington Arms Company, Inc. 

Stauffer Chemical Company 

The Stanley Works 

The Travelers Insurance Companies 


The Stanley Works is certainly no stranger to The Nature 
Conservancy, having donated the 132-acre St. Johns 
Ledges Preserve and an easement of 6 miles on the Ap- 
palachian Trail in 1975. The company also donated Kent 
Falls to the State of Connecticut through the Conservancy 
as an addition to Kent Falls State Park. 

General Telephone and Electronics continues its public- 
spirited giving in the conservation field by supporting nature 
center activities in the Stamford, Westport and Norwalk 
areas. It has now expanded its support to protecting im- 
portant natural areas throughout Connecticut and across 
the country. 

We are happy to announce that Perkin-Elmer Corpora- 
tion of Norwalk has become Connecticut's newest Corpo- 
rate Associate. Among Perkin-Elmer’s diverse technology- 
based product lines are instruments that help detect water 
and air pollutants and analyze the elements of soil for 
science and agriculture. We are grateful for their concern 
and support of the Conservancy's private approach to land 
conservation and proud to have them on board. 

The Conservancy is unique in its ability to work with 
corporations like The Stanley Works, General Telephone 
and Electronics and Perkin-Elmer to protect areas of signif- 
icant ecological and scenic quality. We welcome Connec- 
ticut’s newest Corporate Associates and hope we may 
enjoy their support and confidence for many years to come. 


Volunteers repair the Appalachian Trail. 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL 
MANAGEMENT 


The Conservancy's St. Johns Ledges Preserve was the 
site for a workshop on trail maintenance. The idea, first 
conceived last November, finally came to fruition on the 
weekend of June 23rd and 24th. More than one dozen 
volunteers from Connecticut's northwest corner joined with 
an experienced Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) trail 
maintenance crew based in the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire to diagnose the trail’s ailments and remedy 
areas of greatest affliction. 

The Ledges, a uniquely beautiful area that provides a 
180° view of the Housatonic River Valley from atop its 
ridge rising 600 feet above the river, was donated to TNC 
by The Stanley Works in 1975. Unfortunately, the area has 
suffered from overuse. The badly compacted ridge is void 
of all herbaceous plants, and the few remaining chestnut 
oaks along the cliff's edge are being felled by overzealous 
(and illegal) campers. Below the ledges, the trail descends 
Over steep and rocky terrain badly eroded. 

The repair was swift and effective. The trail was re- 
constructed using rock steps along steeper pitches, and 
log waterbars to divert water runoff on gentler grades. The 
COoMpacted, eroded area atop the Ledges was terraced— 
the steep incline built up in a series of broad level steps— 
using well-anchored logs backfilled with soil. 


The AMC trail crew stayed another two days to complete 
the work which began in a truly cooperative fashion with 
representatives from many volunteer groups participating. 
Represented were: The Appalachian Trail Conference, 
The Connecticut Chapter of the AMC and its Trails Com- 
mittee, the Connecticut Chapter of TNC and its local Stew- 
ardship Committee, The Connecticut Appalachian Trail 
Committee and both ridge-runners (wardens, whose sum- 
mer surveillance of the Trail the Conservancy is partially 
funding). And of equal importance were the volunteers 
without particular affiliation who gave so willingly of their 
time. 

As the months follow we will keep an eye on what hap- 
pens at St. Johns Ledges and measure our success. Similar 
workshops may be planned in the future for other problem 
spots along the Connecticut stretch of Appalachian Trail 
that links Maine with Georgia. 
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Erosion control implemented on St. Johns Ledges with the in- 
Stallation of a waterbar. Drawing courtesy of the AMC Field 
Guide to Trail Building and Maintenance. Available from the 
Boston office of AMC. 


STEWARDSHIP NOTES 


Shore Bird Update 


Great Island Marsh: 

Willet sighted on Conservancy land; Osprey have moved 
from Griswold Point to platform set up on State land. 
Griswold Point: 

Least Terns and Wilson's Plovers are nesting. 
Hatchett's Point: 

Osprey with three (!) young and two pair of Least Terns 
are nesting. 

Pattagansett Marshes: 
Osprey in residence with one young. 


CANOE OUTING 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 8sth 


Explore several of The Nature Conservancy's tidal 
marshes with us on Saturday, September 8th. Extend your 
summer and join us for a paddling expedition in Old Lyme. 
Being the season of bird migration, scores of waterfowl 

will be seen at the mouth of the Connecticut River. It should 
also be warm enough for a swim at the beach at lunch 
time. The beauty of the area will appeal to the whole family. 

Tidal marshes are one of the more productive ecosys- 
tems. They not only serve as a haven for birds and wildlife 
and as a nursery for innumerable crustaceans and fish. 
they are vital for the existance of many aquatic species. 
Unfortunately, their value is poorly understood. More than 
half of Connecticut's tidal marshes have been “improved” 
and no longer exist along our shore lines. However, the 
Conservancy has been instrumental in protecting several 
of these rich natural areas and in making them available 

for research. 

In-Old Lyme the marshes also exist because of the 
natural protection afforded them by Griswold Point from 
the waves of Long Island Sound. While river currents. 
storms and waves constantly alter the configuration of the 
marshes, these areas would completely erode if exposed 
directly to the weathering action of the Sound. 

We will gather at 9:30 in order to launch the canoes at 
10:00 a.m. at a site to be determined late this summer 
when tide information is available. Bring lunch, binoculars, 
swimsuit and a canoe if you have one. A limited number 

_ of rental canoes will be available on a first come/first serve 
basis. Register early by sending in the attached form with 
a $6.00 per person non-refundable rental fee. There is 
no charge for those with their own boats. Please R.S.V.P. 
by August 22nd and we will contact you in early September 
with trip details. The trip will take place rain or shine. 
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ee Canoe Trip 
9:30 A.M., Saturday September 8, 1979 
j Name 


Mailing Address 
| —— Fat (5 AO 
| Phone Office Home 


| A $6.00 non-refundable fee per person is requested if 
| a canoe is rented. 


: Number of people in party 


i Amount of check enclosed 


The Nature Conservancy, Connecticut Chapter 
Box MMM, Wesleyan Station 
| Middletown, Connecticut 06457 Ph. 344-0716 


1 RSVP. by August 22. 1979 
LAS.V.P. by Aug | 
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Master Plan Coordinator Winky Wright studies survey map with 
summer intern Rob Addelson. 


INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
UNDER WAY 


This summer's Student Internship Program was 
launched at Cotton Hollow Preserve (Glastonbury) in early 
June. The preserve provided the perfect orientation site 
for the four participants. 

They were at once asked to determine the boundaries 
of this 5-acre parcel using deed, topographic map and 
compass. There has never been a proper survey, although 
the adjacent land was surveyed and permanent monu- 
ments established at corner points. The interns learned 
to sight along a compass, measure their paces, and de- 
termine their location on a topographic map. The bound- 
aries were duely marked. 

The next step was to map the vegetation, draft as com- 
plete a plant species list as possible, and establish a per- 
manent transect. During the first week while one intern 
wrote up a description of the vegetation, others of the team 
researched the past cultural and land history of the area, 
its geology and soils, while another considered manage- 
ment alternatives for Cotton Hollow Preserve’s future use. 

Finally, the group tried to relocate permanent study plots 
established 14 years ago. Unfortunately the original study 
was not a thorough document. The descriptions of each 
plot were vague and had not been keyed to a map. But 
the lesson was well-learned; this summer's students will 
Pay special attention to the location and documentation 
of each permanent study plot they establish so that long- 
term comparative studies may be conducted in the future. 


